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Dear 4-H Leader: 
 

Welcome to an exciting and enjoyable 4-H project. If this is your first year you must be eager to learn as 

much about the 4-H program as you can. 

 

Achievement Day 

Achievement day allows members to display to the public the projects they have worked on all year, and 

have them evaluated non-competitively. Project completion at Achievement Day requires a satisfactory 

completion of a number of requirements. Please refer to the current Miniature Horse Project 

Newsletter for detailed information and most up to date changes on project requirements, 

showmanship, conformation, dress code, record sheet, judging, project identification, etc. 

 

Any guidelines or rules as outlined by this manual may or may not be official 4-H Nova Scotia 

Rules. These of the manual are simply recommendations for teaching the project for making a 

safer and more structured project. Special thanks go out to the Pennsylvania 4-H Mini Horse Project 

for the usage of their material. 

 

There are many topics to cover in the 4-H Miniature Horse Project. 4-H members of all ages will find 

something to interest them. 

 

As a leader, seeing what the members already know will be important. Briefly review the material they 

know and then move onto new and interesting topics. 

 

Teaching the Project 

Most of us would agree that the core of 4-H club work is the project. Traditionally, club work has been 

organized so that every member takes a specific project. Through the project, club leaders work with 

members to help them achieve the objectives of 4-H. A member who successfully completes a project 

will receive: 

 

• A feeling of accomplishment; 

• A challenge to his or her abilities; 

• Attention from others. 

• Pride of ownership; 

• Sense of responsibility. 

 

Objectives of the Miniature Horse Project 

• To develop good horsemanship among youth. 

• To teach safety precautions to prevent accidents and injury to horse and rider. 

• To develop greater respect for animals, proper care and responsibility. 

• To develop good showmanship and sportsmanship. 

• To prepare better citizens by participation, co-operation and self-discipline. 
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Raising a Miniature Horse 
 
Housing 

Raising a miniature horse is a lot like raising a light horse with minor changes as overall size differences 

occur. Even for the smallest miniature horses, they are still horses and should be kept in a barn or out in 

pasture. When out in pasture be sure adequate fencing is available based on the size of your miniature 

horse to prevent your horse from escaping. Miniature horses can be raised by pasture on half an acre 

per horse as long as supplemental hay or feed is available as well. Comfortable indoor pens should be 10 

feet by 10 feet per horse with 4 inches of straw bedding. Be sure that your miniature horse has ample 

airflow in his/her pen. Railings and partitions in stalls should be low enough for your horse’s head to not 

be blocked off.  

 

Feeding 

Miniature horses should be fed with high-quality forages. If good-quality hay is not available it is 

recommended to supplement with legume forages. Grains should not exceed 0.6% of the horse’s body 

weight per feeding. Over-feeding can lead to obesity, founder, and colic.  

 

Hoof Care 

Miniature horses are far more prone to overeat than other horses and so they are far more likely to 

develop founder. Hooves should be cleaned daily from the cleft and in between the frog and sole. A 

miniature horse should never be shod and will require hoof trimming every 6 to 8 weeks. 
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Showmanship 
 

General 
Miniature horse should be one (1) year of age or older, can be a mare or gelding, and measure 38 inches 

or less.  Please note if mini is being used in cart class, it should be three (3) years of age or older. 

Miniature Horse members may show in a halter which is suitable to western attire.  

 

Appearance of Horse - conformation not to be a factor 

• Conditioning 

• Grooming ( Clean coat, mane & tail free of tangles, hooves properly trimmed and clean) 

• Trimming (Mane & tail pulled, trimmed, flowing according to breed and type, trim ears, long 

hair on jaw, legs and pasterns) 

• Tack (Leather or nylon should be soft, supple and clean. All brass fittings or chrome fittings 

should be shined. All tack must be in good repair and fit properly)  
 

 

Showing in Ring  

 

 Leading - Enter ring at an alert walk. Walk in direction indicated by judge (generally counter 

clockwise). Walk on animal’s left side holding lead shank in right hand near halter. The 

remainder of the lead is held safely and neatly in the left hand. Animal should lead at a readily 

walk. When moving horse individually, be sure judge has a clear view of the animal’s action. 

Allow the animal enough lead that it can move freely in a straight line. Exhibitor should perform 

the showmanship pattern as directed by judge or ring steward. 

 Posing - When posing your animal, members should stand on the left front side of the animal in 

a position that you can always see the judge. Animals are shown on the halves to facilitate easier 

movement between members and the judge (Resolution from 2012 Annual Meeting). Members 

should lead their animal straight to the judge so they can evaluate the front leg movement. Once 

horse is in front of the judge the animal should be squarely set up for inspection. Member should 

move around to the side of the horse as judge walks around. The judge should have full view of 

the animal at all times. It shows greater control and training if the horse stays still as member 

moves from side to side. When the judge moves to their position in front of the horse the 

exhibitor should move to the left side of the animal. When animal moves from the judge it 

should travel in a straight line so the judge can observe the horse’s rear leg movement. 

 Poise and Alertness - Animal and showperson should be alert at all time and aware of judge’s 

position. Showperson should exhibit sportsmanlike behaviour. Show your animal at all times and 

respond quickly to questions and requests from judge.   
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Pleasure Driving 
 
General Guidelines  

 Miniature horse and should be three (3) years of age or older for safety reasons. 

 The driving cart must have a basket. 

 A whip must be carried in hand or on cart in all driving classes. 

 Competitors should strive to present an appropriate turnout. "Appropriate" to indicate the balance 

and pleasing appearance of the combination of horse and vehicle.  Factors determining the above 

include compatible size, type and weight of horse and vehicle.  

 It is the responsibility of each competitor to insure that harness and vehicle are in good repair, 

clean and fit properly and is structurally sound. Bridles should fit snugly to prevent catching on a 

vehicle or other pieces of harness, and under no conditions should a bridle be removed from a 

horse while it is still put to a vehicle. Horses must be serviceably sound and must not show 

evidence of lameness, broken wind or impairment of vision in both eyes. It is also the 

responsibility of each competitor to ensure that his horse or horses are physically fit to fulfil the 

tasks required of them. 

 Horses should never be left unattended while put to a vehicle. 

 The judge must excuse from competition an unsafe vehicle, or an unruly horse. It is permissible 

to talk to your horse in a subdued tone of voice, if necessary.  Clucks for starting, "walk on" 

"trot" and "whoa" are the more accepted terms.  Any tendency on the part of the driver to shout, 

whistle, or talk loudly to the horse should be curtailed.  In the arena, the less said the better.  A 

driver should strive to control the horse's movements with minimum vocal aids. 

 For junior members it is recommended to have an attendant that is either a senior member or a 

junior member with minimum 2 (two) years completion of the miniature horse project. 

 

 

Miniature Horse Working Driving is to be judged 60% on performance, manners, and “way of going”; 

30% on condition, fit and appropriateness of harness and vehicle; and 10% on neatness, appropriateness 

of attire, and overall impression. Excessive speed will be penalized. 

 

Miniature Horse Pleasure Driving is to be judged 35% grooming and trimming of horse, 30% 

appearance of Exhibitor, and 35% on cleanliness, adjustment of tack and appropriateness of harness and 

vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4-H Miniature Horse 

Leader Guide 

 

 6 

Clarification of Gaits 
 

Gait requirements: Gaits and manners should be suitable for youth to drive. Pleasure Driving is to be 

shown at a walk, collected trot, and working trot. Horses will enter ring counter-clockwise and will be 

asked to reverse directions to display various gaits once more. 

 

Walk:   

  A free, regular, and unconstrained walk is desired. The horse should walk energetically 

but calmly, with even and determined steps. 

 

Collected or slow trot: 

  The horse should maintain forward impulsion notwithstanding the slower movement. The 

neck is raised allowing the shoulders to move with more ease. The trot is slower and with 

shorter and lighter steps than the working trot.  

  

Working trot:  

  This is a clear but not excessive increase in pace and length of stride. The horse goes 

forward freely and straight, engaging the hind legs with good hock action, on a taut but 

light rein, the position being balanced and unconstrained.  The steps should be as even as 

possible.  The hind feet touch the ground in the foot prints of the forefeet.   Excessive 

speed will be penalized.  

 

Halt:   

  Horses and vehicle should be brought to a complete square stop without abruptness or 

veering.  At the halt, horses should stand attentive, motionless and straight, with the 

weight evenly distributed over all four legs, and be ready to move off at the slightest 

indication from the driver. 

 

Rein back:  

  This is a backwards movement in which the legs are raised and set down simultaneously 

in diagonal pairs with the hind legs remaining well in line.  To be performed in two parts: 

(1) Rein back at least four steps, unhurried, with head flexed and pushing back evenly in 

a straight line using light contact and quiet aids.  (2) Move forward willingly to former 

position using the same quiet aids. 

 

Reversing direction: 

It is suggested that the horse be turned toward the centre of the ring, cross diagonally to 

the other side of the ring, and proceed in the opposite direction at the ringmaster’s 

instruction. 
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Dress Code 
 
Required 

 All miniature horse members and attendants must wear SEI approved helmets in all driving 

activities. 

 Riding boots or shoes with distinguishable heel; heel not to exceed two inches. 

 Gloves  

 Attire must be conservative according to the style of the present day. Girls/women must wear a 

slack suit, dress suit, dress or skirt and blouse. Boys/men must wear a coat or jacket with a shirt 

and tie and slacks or suit. As an alternative, personal attire and appointments that are appropriate 

to the seat you ride will also be acceptable. 

 Lap robes or aprons are optional for drivers and are not recommended for attendants.  

After 5 p.m. lap robes or aprons are mandatory for all drivers. 

 

Prohibited: 

 Period costumes 

 T-shirts, sweatshirts, tank tops or crew neck shirts, spaghetti straps, strapless outfits and blue 

jeans. 

 Open-toed shoes, sandals, sneakers, clogs, shoes or boots with excessively high heels. 
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Tack and Equipment 
Required 

 Appropriate two-wheeled vehicle, stable and in good repair. Vehicles must have floor or basket, 

and must seat at least two people (the driver and attendant). Jog carts that meet these criteria are 

acceptable. A jog cart is defined as a wooden or metal-framed vehicle with wire wheels and 

pneumatic tires or wooden wheels. Wheel size for jog carts must not exceed 26” in diameter. 

Wheel size must be appropriate for the size of the animal and cart. 

  Standard bridle with or without blinders, however blinders are strongly recommended.  

 Snaffle or driving bit (i.e. liverpool). Bits may be covered with rubber or leather. Bits permitted 

by respective breed/driving associations may be acceptable at the judge’s discretion.  

 Driving Harness – A full breast plate harness should be used with miniature horses.  

 Breeching or thimbles required for all harnesses except when using fine harness for Jerald, 

Houghton, or Serafin or similar show or pleasure jog carts. Breeching or thimbles are 

recommended as a safety precaution with heavier vehicles, especially in uneven terrain. 

 Whip - the lash of the whip must be long enough to reach the shoulder of the near side of the 

horse. Whip must be carried in hand at all times while driving. 

 Proper driving whips should be used. Non-conventional whips (ex. lunge whips or whips with 

lashes longer than those on conventional driving whips) should not be used and may be 

penalized.  

Optional: 

 Running martingales are permitted with jog carts only; prohibited with any other vehicle. 

Martingales are prohibited with leverage bits. 

 Sidechecks are permitted with any vehicle; overchecks allowed only with jog carts.  

 The forelock may be braided. 

Prohibited: 

 Racing sulkies and chariots, vehicles with footstirrups, vehicles suitable for only a single person 

and vehicles other than a two-wheeled vehicle. 

 Wrapping of tracelines around the vehicle shafts.  

 Quarter boots 

 Twisted wire or wire bits. 

 Tail appliances other than a regular low crupper. 

 No ribbons, braids, glitter, or any other decorative accessories are allowed. The only exception: 

the forelock may be braided. 

 Miniature horses must not be shod. 

 Harnesses with a full collar are prohibited. 
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Safety 
 

All persons involved in driving - attendants, officials, spectators, etc. should place safety foremost!  

 

 Having one's horse under control at all times is a mandatory safeguard for the driver, passengers, 

and everyone involved in the sport. The Judge must eliminate from competition an unsafe 

vehicle, harness or an unruly horse. 

 Under no condition must a bridle be removed from a horse while it is still put to a vehicle. If this 

occurs, it is cause for an automatic elimination. 

 Horses put to a vehicle must never be left unattended. Failure to observe this rule shall cause 

immediate elimination. 

 A driver should never allow passengers to enter a vehicle until he or she is seated with lines in 

hand, and must never dismount while passengers are on the vehicle 

 When on the line: 

o The attendant may remain in the vehicle if another attendant enters the ring and heads the 

horse in line. Attendants should use caution and walk quietly when approaching horses in 

the line.  

OR 

o The attendant must dismount and stand at the head of the horse until it is called to 

perform on the rail. 

 Bridles should fit snugly to prevent catching on a vehicle or other pieces of harness. Lines may 

be placed under the shoulder strap going to the breast plate. 

 At the judge’s discretion, turnouts that pose a safety risk may be penalized or disqualified 

(including excessively noisy harness and carts in pleasure or miniature horse driving) 
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Judging 
 
General Impression  
A small, sound, well balanced horse, possessing the correct conformation characteristics required of 

most breeds. Refinement and femininity in the mare, boldness and masculinity in the stallion. The 

general impression should be one of symmetry, strength agility and alertness. Since the breed objective 

is the smallest possible perfect horse, preference in judging shall be given the smaller horse, other 

characteristics being approximately equal.  

Head  
In proportion to length of neck and body. Broad forehead with large prominent eyes, set wide apart. 

Comparatively short distance between eyes and muzzle. Large nostrils. Clean, refined muzzle. Even 

bite.  

Ears:  
Medium in size. Pointed. Carried alertly, with tips curving slightly inward.  

Throat - Latch  
Clean and well defined.  

Neck  
Flexible, lengthy, in proportion to body and type and blending smoothly into withers.  

Shoulder: Long, sloping and well angulated, allowing a free-swinging stride and alert carriage of head 

and neck. Well-muscled forearm.  

Body  
Well-muscled. Short back and loins in relation to length of underline, smooth and generally level top-

line. Deep girth and flank.  

Hindquarters  
Long, well-muscled hip, thigh and gaskin. Highest point of croup to be same height as withers. Smooth 

rounding off rump.  

Legs  
Set straight and parallel when viewed from front or back. Straight, true and squarely set. Hooves 

pointing directly ahead. Pasterns sloping about 45 degrees and blending smoothly with no change in 

angle from the hooves to the ground. Hooves to be round and compact, trimmed as short as practicable 

for an unshod horse.  

Colour  
The hair should be lustrous and silky 
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Other Project Meeting Ideas 
 

Veterinarian presentation on diseases; Judging practices at neighboring stables; A session with a 

farrier about hoof care; Visit to a breeding farm; Many horse breed organizations have audio 

visual material, check with registered horse owners in your area; A session on proper care and 

safe tacking; Judging practices with other 4-H Clubs; Fun trail rides or horse shows.  

 

 

 

 

 


